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Feuiffa.-Des alcaloides totaux (5,69 glkg), obtenus de fqon analogue a c e w  des korces, on &pare 
aprls chromatographie sur d i c e  (CHCI,, MeOH) la voacangine, la voacangarine et I’hydroxy- 
coronaridine, identifiks d’aprk leurs caracttristiques spectrale (ir, rmn-’H, sm). 
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Carirsa edulis (Forskal) Vahl (Apocynaceae) is a thorny shrub widespread in East Africa. Its fruit is edi- 
ble, and its pungent roots are used locally for a variety of medicinal purposes (1, 2). In one application, 
steam from an aqueous root or root bark infusion is inhaled as a treatment for chest congestion. We were 
thus interested in investigating the chemistry of the steam distillate of the roots of this previously uninves- 
tigated plant. Methylene chloride extraction of the steam distillate of fresh C. edulis root bark resulted in 
isolation of almost pure 2-hydroxyacetophenone, identified by capilliary gc-ms and spectroscopic 
methods. This structurally simple compound, although the principal volatile of this plant root, is not a 
common phytochemical and has been reported previously as a natural product only in the wood and bark 
oils of Chione glabra (3) and as a minor component of the volatiles from the flowers of Castanopsis caspidata ( 4 )  
and Castanea creatu (5). The antibiotic activity of simple phenols is well known (6) and may lend some cre- 
dence to the traditional medicinal use of the plant. 

EXPERIMENTAL 

PLANT MATERIAL-Roots were collected near Kisumu, Western Kenya, in October 1983. A vou- 
cher specimen of the foliage is deposited in the University of Nairobi Herbarium. 
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Test Compound 

ISOLATION AND IDENTIFICATION.-Bark (150 g) from freshly collected roots was subjected to 
steam distillution and the distillate multiply extracted with CH2C1,. After drying over Na2S01, the 
CH2CI, was removed at room temperature in a nitrogen stream to yield 140 mg of a pale yellow liquid. 
Capilliary gc (22m X 0.25mm DBI, 70’-250” at 5”/min, flow 0.7 mlimin, He) demonstrated the liquid to 
be an essentially pure (>99.9%) compound. The retention time (8.14 min), mass spectrum, 60 MHz ‘H- 
nmr, and ir of the substance were identical with those of authentic 2-hydroxyacetophenone (Aldrich Chem- 
ical Co., Inc.). 
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A FLAVONE WITH ANTIINFLAMMATORY ACTIVITY FROM THE ROOTS OF 
RHUS UNDULATA‘ 
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